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The West Indies

The Caribbean Colonies are among our oldest and funda-
mentally most loyal possessions, and this despite grievances
that have arisen out of grave economic difficulties. Sug-
gestions have sometimes been made that the West Indies,
or some of them, might prefer to be attached politically,
since they are so near geographically, to the United States,
but such suggestions could only have originated in com-
plete ignorance of West Indian mentality and feeling. West
Indians are proud of their membership of the British
Empire, and their only desite, or that at least of the
articulate and educated amongst them, is to attain a
greater degree of self-government than they at present
possess.
The British West Indies comprise the islands of Jamaica,
Trinidad and Tobago, Barbados, the Bahamas and the
Leeward and Windward groups. These islands, as will be
seen from the map, are more or less intermingled with
others constituting the West Indies as a whole which sweep
in a great semicircular curve from Florida to the South
American continent, enclosing the Caribbean Sea. With
the British islands are associated the mainland Colonies of
British Honduras in Central America and British Guiana in
South America. Bermuda, though for convenience it will be
described at the end of this section, and is sometimes asso-
ciated for certain purposes with the West Indies, is entirely